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SYNOPSIS 
 
 
Set against the dramatic backdrop of violence in the Middle East and the tension between 
Jewish and Muslim students on college campuses, Of Many focuses on the surprising and 
transformative relationship between an orthodox rabbi and imam, who serve as university 
chaplains in New York City. Through a series of voyages to communities struck by 
catastrophe, we witness young religious Jews and Muslims working together and 
overcoming long-standing divides. Timely and humorous, this short documentary offers an 
inspiring and hopeful narrative in the face of a seemingly irreconcilable	   conflict. 
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 
Linda G. Mills 
 
 
The film, Of Many, grew out of the remarkable story of a unique and, to many, surprising 
friendship between a rabbi – Yehuda Sarna – and an imam – Khalid Latif. As Chelsea 
Clinton and I watched these chaplains work with students at New York University (NYU), 
we were convinced that colleges worldwide could become catalysts for multifaith 
collaboration, providing the requisite safe spaces where Muslims and Jews could 
understand each other, work together, and even position the next generation of religious 
leaders.  We believed, along with Yehuda and Khalid, that those future leaders would be 
capable of seeing beyond historic conflicts while embracing the core values all faiths 
share. 
 
I met Khalid Latif in 2006 in the midst of a controversy over the Danish cartoons in which 
the Prophet Mohammed was depicted in offensive ways. The cartoons sparked protests 
around the world and conflict at NYU when a student group decided to publicly display 
the cartoons. Khalid advocated delicately and convincingly for those students who felt 
offended by the provocation of displaying the cartoons and who wanted to challenge the 
stereotype of Muslims that still lingered after the September 2001 attacks on the World 
Trade Center.  
 
What was equally remarkable was Khalid’s desire to engage Rabbi Yehuda Sarna and the 
Jewish community at NYU to participate in a teach-in about the cartoons. The fact that 
Yehuda was prepared to engage in this collaboration was also significant. Through this 
forum, Jews and Muslims on campus redressed the negative imagery, the stereotypes of 
Islamic terrorists, and the generally hostile grouping of ‘us’ and ‘them.’ Working together 
in public as imam and rabbi and as leaders of their communities of faith within one of the 
largest private universities in the United States, Khalid and Yehuda embarked upon a 
transformative dialogue and ultimately formed a deep friendship. As key figures in large 
cosmopolitan Muslim and Jewish communities, their willingness to work together offered 
the real possibility of continued inter-faith dialogue, joint communal projects and 
boundary crossing collaborations. The time seemed right to try and take this extraordinary 
interlacing of doctrines and practices to a larger audience. 

 
(continued) 
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Inspired by the tremendous student interest in this multifaith effort, Khalid and Yehuda 
worked closely with Chelsea and me to establish the Of Many Institute at NYU. Key to this 
development was the observation that, the unorthodox work and friendship of a rabbi and 
an imam could be the basis for a new model of multifaith collaborative work and 
adventure – at NYU and beyond. Working closely with students, the Of Many Institute 
concentrates on developing cross-cultural leadership experiences, by developing a 
multifaith space that creates harmonious relationships. The central focus of the project is 
not simply talking through the differences but building common experiences, for example 
a program in which Muslims come to Shabbat dinners and Jews attend the Friday Muslim 
prayer. Jews and Muslims together do service work – traveling the United States to 
disaster areas that need anyone willing to help and work together.  Bridges are crossed 
and lasting bonds are built.  
 
And then came the film – an expression of our desire to document this extraordinary 
relationship between two remarkable leaders in their own faiths and in their multifaith 
work. Movies are magical, compelling and at their very best, inspirational. Chelsea, as 
Executive Producer and I, as Director worked to capture Khalid and Yehuda’s personal 
story and their larger story, partly through the young people they have inspired. It is 
obvious to us that the deep misunderstandings and conflicts that too often characterized 
interactions between religious communities on college campuses can only be addressed 
by creating a different kind of atmosphere – one that not only respects differences 
between religions but also appreciates and celebrates the similarities. 
 
Of Many, the documentary short, tells the story of the journey of an imam and rabbi 
toward common ground, and ultimately toward one other.  It also captures vividly how 
their relationship inspires and impacts thousands of students’ lives. Sharing kosher meals, 
working together at disaster sites, praying side-by-side, Khalid and Yehuda provide 
inspiration, and role model what friendship makes possible, even across long-existing 
religious divides. The future is multifaith and is indelibly Of Many. 
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FILMMAKER BIOGRAPHIES 

 
 
Dr. Linda Mills, Director  
Co-Founder, Of Many Institute for Multifaith Leadership 
Co-Chair, Of Many Advisory Board 

 
Linda G. Mills is the inaugural Lisa Ellen Goldberg professor at New York University and 
Co-Chair of the Advisory Board of the Of Many Institute, with Chelsea Clinton In 2010. 
Mills, born in Los Angeles, California co-directed the documentary, Auf Wiedersehen: 'Til 
We Meet Again, a film that explores the intergenerational transmission of trauma from the 
Holocaust to 9-11. The film was an official selection at eight film festivals, including the Los 
Angeles Jewish Film Festival where Auf Wiedersehen won an audience award, Jerusalem 
Jewish Film Festival and the Vienna Jewish Film Festival. Dr. Mills is also an accomplished 
producer; her projects have included The Reality Show: NYU, which received the 2010 
Silver Award from the National Association of Student Personnel Administrators (NASPA) 
and The Heart of Intimate Abuse, for which she received a Telly Award. Of Many had its 
World Premiere at the Tribeca Film Festival in April 2014. 
 
 
Chelsea Clinton, Executive Producer 
Co-Founder, Of Many Institute for Multifaith Leadership  
Co-Chair, Of Many Advisory Board 

 
Chelsea Clinton, Vice Chair of the Clinton Foundation, works alongside her parents, 
President Bill Clinton and Secretary Hillary Rodham Clinton, to drive the vision and work of 
the Clinton Foundation. Chelsea previously worked at McKinsey & Company and Avenue 
Capital. Chelsea serves on the boards of the Clinton Health Access Initiative, the School of 
American Ballet, Common Sense Media, the Africa Center and the Weill Cornell Medical 
College. She is also co-chair of the Advisory Board for the Of Many Institute at New York 
University. Chelsea holds a B.A. from Stanford, a MPhil from Oxford, a MPH from 
Columbia’s Mailman School of Public Health, and a Doctorate in International Relations 
from Oxford University. She and her husband, Marc, live in New York City. 
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CAST BIOGRAPHIES 
 
 
Imam Khalid Latif 
Muslim Chaplain, New York University 
Co-Founder and Senior Fellow, Of Many Institute for Multifaith Leadership 

 
After attending NYU as an undergraduate student and serving as the president of the 
Islamic Center student organization on campus, Imam Khalid Latif began to serve as 
Muslim chaplain to both NYU and the New York City Police Department. At NYU, he 
began to conduct multifaith work with Rabbi Yehuda Sarna. Inspired by the thousands of 
students in religious services at NYU, Imam Latif was seeking to create an opportunity to 
work across faiths. Imam Latif, working closely with Rabbi Sarna, Chelsea Clinton, and 
Linda Mills, founded OM in response to NYU students who sought opportunities to cross 
faith boundaries. As an adjunct faculty member of the Robert F. Wagner Graduate School 
of Public Service, Imam Latif and Rabbi Sarna now co-teach a course at NYU titled, 
“Multifaith Leadership in the 21st Century.”  
 
 
Rabbi Yehuda Sarna 
Jewish Chaplain, New York University 
Co-Founder and Senior Fellow, Of Many Institute for Multifaith Leadership 

 
Rabbi Yehuda Sarna has been the Skirball Executive Director of NYU’s Bronfman Center or 
Jewish Student Life since 2012.  He has been deeply involved in multifaith work for his 
entire tenure at NYU. Joining the University in the wake of the September 11th attacks, 
Rabbi Sarna – collaborating with Imam Latif  – has worked to ensure that the tenor of 
Jewish-Muslim dialogue on campus remains peaceful and supportive. Inspired by the 
thousands of Jewish students at NYU, Rabbi Sarna helped create a pathway for multifaith 
activities through Of Many, as one of its co-founders. As an adjunct faculty member at the 
Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of Public Service, Rabbi Sarna now co-teaches a 
course with Imam Latif titled, “Multifaith Leadership in the 21st Century.”  
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OF MANY INSTITUTE  
FOR MULTIFAITH LEADERSHIP 

 
 
History 
Born out of a series of conversations stretching back to early 2010, The Of Many Institute 
for Multifaith Leadership (OM) was officially launched in January of 2012 by co-founders 
Chelsea Clinton, Khalid Latif, Linda Mills, and Yehuda Sarna. It was created in support of 
the remarkably large and diverse religious community of students at New York University 
(NYU) and in recognition of the growing commitment from students, faculty, and alumni 
seeking to build a world in which multifaith dialogue and work are fostered, respected, 
and supported.  
 
Mission  
The Of Many Institute for Multifaith Leadership seeks to inspire, educate, and train the 
next generation of spiritual, religious, and secular leaders to meet the growing 
complexities of their communities and the world in the 21st Century. 
 
Four interlocking efforts contribute to the fulfillment of this mission: 
 
Inside and Outside the Classroom 
OM supports educational experiences inside and outside the classroom to help students 
develop a knowledge and skill base to succeed in the emerging field of multifaith 
leadership. 

The Minor in Multifaith and Spiritual Leadership, co-sponsored by the Silver School of 
Social Work and the Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of Public Service, and guided by a 
faculty steering committee representing social work, public service, and other NYU 
departments and schools, helps students cultivate multifaith understanding, civic 
engagement, skills in social transformation, and the rigorous evaluation of each.  

OM also provides service-learning opportunities that complement the Minor’s coursework, 
including civic engagement opportunities with NYC agencies, service learning alternative 
break trips, lectures, trainings, and workshops. 
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Community-Building at NYU 
OM facilitates multifaith interaction at NYU by bringing together leaders and individuals 
from diverse communities. 

OM builds multifaith community through NYU’s Chaplain Circle, religious and spiritual 
clubs, shared worship and event space, and innovative co-curricular programming. OM 
also provides consultation to help other colleges and universities as well as non-academic 
institutions build their own student programs of multifaith leadership and community-
building.  OM also develops a model of best practices in these emerging fields. 

Public Engagement 
OM works to enhance the local, national and international discourse on faith in order to 
advance greater understanding of religious diversity and inspire social transformation. 

OM hosts public events and lectures, facilitates multifaith community partnerships, and 
promotes shared service opportunities for students from different faiths to work and serve 
together. OM also hosts conferences and creates strategic partnerships with academic, 
religious and civic leaders on the local, national, and international levels to create an 
informed on-going dialogue around best practices in multifaith work. 

Training 
OM has developed a training program called “Faith Zone ©” for NYU students, staff, and 
faculty that promotes respect for religious diversity and facilitates spiritual and religious 
literacy across the NYU community. 

OM has piloted the Faith Zone training (FZT) for more than 1500 NYU students, 
administrators, and faculty, focusing on self-awareness and the significance of religious 
diversity in higher education. OM is expanding the FZT to include additional modules such 
as Muslim/Jewish Relations, Mindfulness, Creating an “OM” on campus, and Critical 
Service Learning. FZT is also available to NYU campuses around the world.  OM offers 
trainings to institutions in both the public and private sectors, including non-profits, 
governmental organizations, colleges, and universities. 
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PRODUCTION CREDITS 
 
 
DIRECTOR  
LINDA G. MILLS  
 
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER 
CHELSEA CLINTON  
 
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR  
PETER GOODRICH 
 
PRODUCER 
DANIELLE EMERY  
 
DIRECTOR  
OF PHOTOGRAPHY  
SY J. ABUDU 
 
COMPOSER 
ELIZABETH SWADOS  
 
EDITOR  
MARTIN JAMES  
 
INTERVIEWS 
CHELSEA CLINTON 
LINDA G. MILLS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEBSITE DESIGN & 
MARKETING 
ERIN CALLIHAN 
 
GRAPHIC DESIGN & 
MARKETING 
GUIDO DITTO  
 
TRAILER & MOTION 
GRAPHICS 
GRAHAM RAUBVOGEL 
 
ASSOCIATE PRODUCER  
LIBBY PERKOWSKI  
 

MUSICIANS  
BRIAN ADLER 
ALON BISK  
DAVID CINQUEGRANA 
DANIEL DORRANCE 
TOM HENNES 
KRIS KUKUL 
 
MUSIC PRODUCTION  
PRESTON MARTIN 
 
ORIGINAL MUSIC  
RECORDED BY  
CHRIS ABELL AT 
DUBWAY STUDIOS NY  
  
MUSIC EDITOR/MIXER  
CHRIS ABELL 
 
"JOPLIN" COMPOSED AND 
PERFORMED BY 
BLAKE HARNAGE



	  

 
OFMANYFILM.COM  •  INFO@OFMANYFILM.COM   
  

10 

AUDIO POST  
PRODUCTION FACILITY 
CREATIVE AUDIO POST 
 
SOUND DESIGN &  
RE-RECORDING MIXER 
JACQUES BOULANGER 
 
IN-HOUSE PRODUCER –  
POST PRODUCTION SOUND 
HOLLY GRACE 
 
DIALOGUE SUPERVISOR 
ADRIANA LOZADA  
 
DIALOGUE EDITOR 
PATRICK TREACY  
 
DAVINCI DI ARTIST 
EVAN ANTHONY / FRAME:RUNNER 
 
ADDITIONAL FILMING  
ADAM PIVIROTTO 
 
MUSIC DESIGN  
CRISTOBAL MARTINEZ 
 
ADDITIONAL GRAPHICS  
AVI TUCHMAN 
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FILM STILLS 

 
 
Please email info@ofmanyfilm.com with your request to use stills from the film. 
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FESTIVALS 
 

 
Tribeca Film Festival  

Official Selection 
April 2014 

World Premiere 
 

AFI Docs  
Official Selection 

June 2014 
 

Hot Springs  
Documentary Film Festival  

Official Selection 
October 2014  

 
Hollywood Film Festival  

Official Selection 
October 2014 

 
Abu Dhabi Film Festival  

Showcase Selection 
October 2014 

 
Rehoboth Beach  

Independent Film Festival  
Official Selection 
November 2014 

Audience Award, Best Short 
 

Boston Jewish Film Festival 
Official Selection 
November 2014 

 
Palm Beach Jewish Film Festival  

Official Selection 
January-February 2015 

Audience Award, Best Short 
 

Atlanta Jewish Film Festival  
Official Selection 

January-February 2015 
 

Denver Jewish Film Festival  
Official Selection 
February 2015 

 
San Diego Jewish Film Festival  

Official Selection 
February 2015  

Special Jury Award  
 

Festival of Tolerance  
(JFF of Zagreb, Croatia) 

Official Selection 
April 2015  

 
Newport Beach Film Festival 

Official Selection 
April 2015  

 
Lenore Marwil Jewish Film Festival  

Official Selection 
May 2015  
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AWARDS and HONORS 

 
 

Best Shorts Awards 
Award of Excellence Special Mention 

September 2014 

 
International Independent Film Awards 

Platinum Award, Documentary Short 
Fall 2014 

 
Global Film Awards  

Humanitarian Award, Outstanding Achievement 
2014 

 
 

Best Shorts Competition 
Humanitarian Award, Grand Prize Winner 

2014 
 
 

Religion Communicators Council  
Wilbur Award, Documentary Film 

2015  
 
 

American Film Showcase  
Selected Film 

August 2015 – June 2016  
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PRESS CLIPS 
 
 
The following pages feature a selection of articles about the film, including: 
 

1. Variety 
Chelsea Clinton’s Faith in Filmmaking 
by Patrick James Miller 
 

2. The Hollywood Reporter 
Hillary Clinton Supports Chelsea’s Producer Debut at ‘Of Many’ Screening 
by Tatiana Siegel 
 

3. Examiner.com 
Documentary 'Of Many' one of the highlights of the Tribeca Film Festival 
by Shaina Moskowitz 
 

4. The Huffington Post 
'Of Many' Film Produced By Chelsea Clinton To Premier At Tribeca Film Festival, 
Featuring Muslim-Jewish Relations 
by Paul Brandeis Raushenbush 
 

5. Indiewire 
Chelsea Clinton Opens Up About Bringing an NYU Community Together in 
Short 'Of Many' 
by Eric Eidelstein 
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Tribeca: Hillary Clinton Supports Chelsea's Producer Debut at  
'Of Many' Screening 
by Tatiana Siegel 
  
Chelsea Clinton made her debut as a movie producer Thursday night at the premiere 
of the documentary Of Many. 
 
The film, which screened at the AMC Loews Village 7 in New York as part of the 
Tribeca Film Festival, drew a crowd that included President Bill Clinton, who was on 
hand to support his daughter. 
 
The former president didn't show at the after-party, held at Stream Line Circle, but 
Hillary Clinton, a likely presidential candidate in 2016, made a surprise appearance. 
 
"I thought it was an incredibly effective story about what two people, two disparate 
groups can actually do, and that can seed the ground for so much more cooperation 
and understanding," she told The Hollywood Reporter. "I hope that a lot of people get 
to go see it." 
 
Hillary Clinton also chatted with revelers about her soon-to-be role as grandmother 
(earlier in the day, Chelsea announced that she is expecting her first child). The former 
Secretary of State stood next to Chelsea's husband, Marc Mezvinsky, and could be 
seen beaming as her daughter addressed a small group of guests. 
 
"I'd like to actually ask all of you something," Chelsea said. "I hope that all of you will 
not just think about the film, but will talk about the film and encourage those who 
might have a bias to see the film and those who might not think it's relevant to them to 
see the film. ... Encourage people who may not be naturally inclined to spend 34 
minutes watching it." 
 
Of Many chronicles the unlikely friendship forged by two men -- the Muslim and Jewish 
spiritual leaders representing New York University's student body -- and how they 
banded their groups together to provide aid to Americans struck by disaster. 
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As for Wednesday's announcement that former Clinton administration press secretary 
Dee Dee Myers is taking the top communications job at Warner Bros., Hillary Clinton 
said she expects great things. 
 
"I'm very proud of Dee Dee," she said. "She does anything she puts her mind to very 
well. I think she'll fit in beautifully. She's just an incredibly smart, able, collegial, hard-
working, effective person. Hollywood is lucky to have her." 
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Documentary 'Of Many' one of the highlights of the Tribeca Film 
Festival 
by Shaina Moskowitz 
 
Today on April 27, the Chelsea Clinton produced short documentary "Of Many," was 
screened at the Tribeca Film Festival. Directed by Linda G. Mills, the film tells the story 
of the beautiful relationship between NYU's Orthodox Rabbi and Imam. We attended a 
screening of the film, which was introduced by Chelsea Clinton. 
 
"I hope by the end of the film you will understand why we were so compelled to make 
it and even more why we were so compelled by the work that Khalid and Yehuda have 
undertaken here at NYU. Because we really believe that it can serve as a model for the 
different ways in which various faith communities can interact and work together and 
build relationships together on college campuses but even more broadly on 
communities across the country and across the world," Clinton said in her introduction. 
 
She continued, "We certainly hope that this film will not only help others to overcome, 
what often I think is a failure of imagination in thinking that antagonism is the only way 
in which different communities can relate to one another. But even more we hope that 
it will invite others to share with us with what they're doing on campuses and in 
communities across the world." 
 
Check out highlights from the panel featuring the film's subjects Imam Khalid Latif, 
Rabbi Yehuda Sarna, and director Linda Mills: 
 
Q: Do you feel that the relationship you've been able to forge between you and 
with your groups is unique to NYU? Or is this something that you have tried to 
replicate on other campuses in the United States? 
 
Sarna: I'd say that this is, even though this story focused on our friendship, that these 
kinds of things are happening all over the place and what we were trying to do is 
create a film which gives people narrative to attach to because there are so many 
friendships like these that are happening. Not just college campuses, but in 
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communities and to be able to give voice and to create this narrative that people can 
feel like they're living out in a way ... all the other films that we looked at on this subject 
were all a story of conflict. They weren't a story of how things could work. Sometimes 
people are scared to be optimistic. 
 
Latif: I would echo those statements. I feel that when you look at narratives that 
engage populations that are not meant to necessarily engage one another or can get 
away with not interacting with each other ... if there's some kind of story that is told of 
two groups or if there are more than two groups that usually focuses on very polarizing 
arguments, hostility and tension, and I think that's unfortunate because it then 
becomes assumed that that's the norm that exists amongst these groups everywhere. 
When I think in reality, even in the work that we've done when we've gone with our 
students to different areas in the south we actually meet populations and communities 
that are thriving on doing work together. It's just ... their stories are not being told. The 
alternative narrative is one that we're seeing too much of. 
 
Q: What are your plans for getting the film out and being seen by a broader 
public? 
 
Mills: So that was really what the film was about, right? How do we talk about the work, 
how do we start a different kind of conversation and how do we advance that 
conversation? So I think there are so many platforms for that and I think that this is the 
beginning of that and so I think we're in an exploration mode. We were very heartened 
by the response to the press that's already been written about the film and that people 
are feeling attached to the story already in this very affirmative way. Because I think 
there aren't a lot of affirmative stories about particularly Jews & Muslims in the world, 
let alone in the United States, let alone in New York City. So it feels, to us, like it's 
already happening and we're not exactly sure what that will look like and I think we're 
open to that developing. 
 
Q: Of the themes of this film, what does success look like for you? 
 
Sarna: For me if the takeaway is "let me become friends with someone who otherwise I 
wouldn't have thought I could become friends with and let that friendship mean 
something beyond just itself and let me be engaged in friendships where I'm not 
muting my identity and where I can speak openly about my identity, I think if there are 
more one-on-one relationships which magnify each other," ... I think for me that would 
be success. 
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Latif: This time watching it, it really hit me that much harder seeing my daughter 
holding your son's hand and I think, you know, a narrative that is lived, that kind of 
goes beyond generations and starts to craft a new narrative is something that's really 
powerful. I think it hit me really hard that my daughter has Jewish friends who she plays 
with quite regularly and she interacts with not in superficial ways, but in very 
meaningful ways. It goes back to what we were saying before ... the importance of 
affirming for individuals the idea that it's okay for you to actually break out of certain 
communal expectations at times that unfortunately restrict us to become very 
insularized and only engage those who are very similar to us when in reality if we can 
start to transcend some of that the potential impacts that you can tap into can be really 
remarkable. I think letting people understand through our story that there are stories 
similar to this one are actually okay and they should be out there pushing that narrative 
as well so that we can start to counter a lot of the unfortunate divisiveness and 
polarization that exists amongst our communities. 
 
Q: How did Chelsea Clinton get involved and what was her role as an executive 
producer? 
 
Mills: So Chelsea was with us at NYU and she and I were working together in this multi-
faith space at a critical moment when Khalid and Yehuda were developing their work. 
So she has been very much apart of the work, she and I are co-directors of the Advisory 
Board of the Of Many Institute. So this is really driven by our multiple, in that sense, 
commitment to this work. She observed very clearly when she started to watch the 
work that was happening here in the multi-faith space as being crucially important and 
really having the potential to build an institution around it which is why the Of Many 
Institute became so important. The work was happening amongst students with Khalid 
and Yehuda's inspiration along with a number of faith leaders here at NYU. That work 
was happening, but there was a way in which we needed to take it to the next level. 
That was happening in the work and then the film takes it to yet another level.  
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'Of Many' Film Produced By Chelsea Clinton To Premier At Tribeca 
Film Festival, Featuring Muslim-Jewish Relations 
by Paul Brandeis Raushenbush 
 
The Tribeca Film Festival has announced that a documentary short produced by 
Chelsea Clinton will hold its world premiere during the festival at the end of April. 
 
Directed by Linda G. Mills, with Clinton as its Executive Producer, the film "Of Many" 
documents the extraordinary friendship between two religious leaders -- one Muslim, 
one Jewish -- and the rewards and costs of their uncommon alliance. 
 
The film opens with footage of bombings from the Gaza conflict in 2012, followed by 
images of college students attending Palestinian and Israeli rallies and counter-rallies 
that serve as a stark reminder of the the volatile and painful tensions between Muslim 
and Jewish communities on many American university campuses. 
 
With 9/11 and Arab-Israeli conflict as a backdrop, "Of Many" documents the lives of 
Imam Khalid Latif and Rabbi Yehuda Sarna, the Muslim and Jewish Chaplains at New 
York University, and the development of their interfaith commitment to each another 
and to the communities they represent. 
 
Latif and Sarna met in 2006 when a student group at NYU planned to display the 
"Danish cartoons." In response, Latif and the Muslim Student Association held a 
planning meeting for a teach-in and Sarna showed up. Latif invited Sarna to attend the 
teach-in, which presented a dilemma for Sarna. "That would not be simple," explained 
the Rabbi. "What would it mean for me, the rabbi of the Jewish Center at NYU, to 
stand shoulder-to-shoulder with Muslims in what might be perceived as a defense of a 
violent response to a cartoon." In the end, he went to the teach-in. "I thought it was 
important that Jewish students attend, which they did." 
 
But it didn't end there. 
 
After the event, the Muslim students went out into the street for sunset prayer. A few 
feet to the side of the Muslim community, Sarna began to pray in his own way as a 
gesture of solidarity. "I thought, wouldn't it be fitting if I was praying near them... or 
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with them?" Afterwards, several Muslim students came over and told him, "We never 
thought a rabbi could understand us in this way." 
 
Out of the remarkable collaboration between Latif and Sarna, the Of Many Institute for 
Multifaith Leadership at NYU was formed. Mills, who directed "Of Many," is Vice 
Chancellor for Global Programs at NYU and Co-Chair, along with Chelsea Clinton, of 
the Of Many Institute advisory board. (The author of this piece is also on the advisory 
board) In a press release, Mills explained how the the friendship between the imam 
and the rabbi led to the new institute and, ultimately, the making of the film: 
 
Inspired by the tremendous student interest in this multifaith effort, Khalid and Yehuda 
worked closely with Chelsea and me to establish the Of Many Institute at NYU. Key to 
this development was the observation that the unorthodox work and friendship of a 
rabbi and an imam could be the basis for a new model of multi-faith collaborative work 
and adventure -– at NYU and beyond. 
 
For more information about the film, including educational opportunities around the 
film, go to the website Of Many Film. 
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Chelsea Clinton Opens Up About Bringing an NYU Community 
Together in Short 'Of Many' 
by Eric Eidelstein 
 
As a college student it's easy to forget how often we segregate ourselves by race, 
religion and ethnicity. It's not necessarily something done consciously, but our views of 
the world undoubtedly shape the relationships we hold. In the 34-minute short 
documentary film "Of Many," directed by NYU Vice Chancellor for Global Programs 
and University Life Linda Mills and executive-produced by Chelsea Clinton, the 
friendship between an NYU rabbi and imam are explored. 
 
I got the chance to speak to Clinton and Mills, who along with Rabbi Yehuda Sarna and 
Imam Khalid Latif are co-founders of NYU's Of Many Institute, a multifaith organization 
that strives to create and enhance relationships between students on campus. The film, 
appropriately titled "Of Many," premieres later today at the 2014 Tribeca Film Festival 
and is only a small part of a larger effort to bring communities together on and off 
college campuses.   
  
"I met Khalid and Yehuda now more than four years ago and was not only 
tremendously compelled, but impressed by what they had created at NYU," Clinton 
said about her initial involvement. "[I] really believed that ['Of Many'] could be even 
more impactful if there was institutional support behind it." 
 
Clinton's association with NYU dates back to when she was first pursuing a doctorate 
degree. Although she ended up completing her studies at Oxford, she became highly 
committed to the project and wanted to support the work of Khalid and Yehuda "more 
than anything else." Considering that 7,000 of NYU's students identify as Jewish and 
Muslim, a dialogue bringing the two groups together was essential.  
 
Mills, on the other hand, already had filmmaking experience, having co-directed the 
documentary "Auf Wiedersehen: "Til We Meet Again," which explored trauma that 
afflicted the offspring of Holocaust victims. 
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"What was clear to me having made a film before was that we needed and wanted in 
such compelling ways to tell [Sarna and Khalid's] story beyond the opportunities that 
NYU gave us," Mills said. "And I think that's really what compelled me as a filmmaker, 
to ask and answer the question, 'can we put this story on film in a way that's 
compelling and will actually advance the conversation and the work around this 
important effort?' And I was convinced of it. I convinced my friends of it."  
 
For me, it was an unusual experience watching a film that takes place on the grounds 
of the college I attend. Especially in the opening moments, where shots of student-run 
protests -- both by Jews and Muslims -- are seen. And although animosity still exists, 
"Of Many" helps make the work Sarna and Latif achieved pretty impressive.  
 
"Of Many" takes a look at the tension that arose against the Muslim population both at 
NYU and around the world following 9/11 and the subsequent attempts by Sarna and 
Latif to create a multifaith community that encourages students of different religions to 
interact. More importantly, the film illuminates the burgeoning relationship and 
understanding the two religious leaders developed through this campaign. 
 
"I think one of the most memorable moments in the film is when Yehuda and Khalid 
are talking about their wives and how they met their wives, all the stories associated 
with that," Mills said. "I asked myself a question, because I wasn't entirely sure we had 
any material here for a film, but it was so enjoyable and profound in terms of the ways 
in which the boundaries had been so deeply crossed that I think we all walked away 
thinking this was deeply special."  
 
Both Sarna and Latif live in the Gramercy Green dorm at NYU as Chaplains in 
Residence. They're neighbors. Their wives are friends. Their kids are growing up 
together. That's what "Of Many" does: it takes a glance at everyday human interaction 
and ignores international politics.  
 
Clinton agreed with Mills on the importance of this relationship, highlighting the fact 
that even with such a serious subject matter, "laughter is a critical component of life."  
 
Being in the public eye, Clinton also acknowledged how her involvement with the 
project and film in general can bring about certain expectations. "[Linda] made a film 
that could advance the work we collectively care about and hopefully help again 
demonstrate that there are other models than those that are too often burdened by 
history or antagonism," she said. "So for me I would hope that whomever would watch 
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the film for whatever reasons--whether it's because they're curious about multifaith 
work or because they are curious about me, it brings someone to the film."  
 
I also asked Clinton about whether she had plans in the future to venture in the film 
world again. She emphasized that the process of making "Of Many" wasn't so much 
about making a film, but of "telling a story I deeply believe in."  
 
The documentary is an insightful and lighthearted exploration of the way two young 
men raised with different ideologies can abandon preconceived prejudices and focus 
on what really matters: respect and understanding. It also makes me proud to be an 
NYU student.  
 
 
  



	  

 
OFMANYFILM.COM  •  INFO@OFMANYFILM.COM   
  

26 

WORD ON THE STREET 

 
 

“There is already Oscar talk… It’s a wonderful story that shows what 
is possible when people are willing to focus on their similarities, 
rather than their differences.”  

— Reel Life With Jane 

 
“Eye-opening” 
Town & Country Magazine 

 
“An inspiring movie that shows religious tolerance in practice.”  
— The National, UAE 
 

“A highlight from the 2014 Tribeca Film Festival”  
— Outlook Magazine 

 

“This look at how tragedies near and far — from the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict and the Muhammad cartoon turmoil to Hurricane Katrina and 
9/11 — affect relationships in our diverse city might change the way 
you look at those around you.”  
— AM New York 
 

“It is more than a simple proof that Muslims and Jews can live  
side-by-side… Film director Linda G. Mills did such an excellent job of 
showing this beauty of peace… This documentary is and will become 
even more a groundwork of truth for the interfaith dialogue.”  
— Vivian Van Dijk, Eyes In Magazine 
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“Heartwarming… Exemplifies the intersection of humanism  
and piety… A justification of our choice in university, that such 
camaraderie is being fostered in a famously unfeeling city.”  
— Washington Square News 


